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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of: 

5 

Inventors: William F. Leek 

Filed: 07/23/2003 

Title: AUTOMATIC TAKE-UP DEVICE WITH 

INTERNAL SPRING 
10 Examiner: N/A 

Art Unit: N/A 
Attorney Docket No: SST/1 355 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

15 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

20 

Sir: 

Please consider the following amendments. 
25 Amendments 

Please replace paragraph 1, page 1 as follows. 

Please cancel claims 2-20 and add claims 21-30 as follows. 
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1 In the Description 

This application is a continuation of copending application number 
09/729,491 filed on December 3, 2000. The present invention relates to an 
5 expansion device. The device is adapted for maintaining the compression 
forces one work piece exerts on another. The present invention is inserted 
between two work pieces and is designed to expand if conditions cause the 
two to spread apart. 
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